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him after his Majesty's inlnilion hail been notiiird to him, and said he wished to consult hi* friends as to tin- propriety of his accepting this mark fif the royal favour,after the delinkions which he had given in his l^icthnary of f>f>isit>n and fr'nxi'i'tim',    He said he would not have Sir Joshua's answer till next day, when he would call again, and desired he migh!  think of it.    Sir Joshua answered that he was dear to give his opinion then, that there could lie no objection lo hi-; receiving from the  King a reward for literary  merit ;   and   that   certainly ihe  definitions in his .lliflfaiitwy were not applicable lo him,   Jolui'.on, it should seem, was satisfied, for he did not call again (ill he had acre|i|cd the pension, ami had wailed on  Lord  Ihite to lliank him.    lie then told Sir Joshua that Lord lUile said to him cvpiv-.ly, 'It is nol given you for anything you are lo do, but fur ulul you have done.1     His   Lordship,  he  saitl,  behaved   in   the   handsomest manner.    (Ie repeated  the words twice, that  he wight  be sure Johnson heard them, and  thus set  his mind  perfectly at ease, This nobleman, who has been so virulently abused, acted with great honour in this instance, and displayed a mind truly liberal. A minister of a more narrow and .selfish disposition would have availed himself uf such an opportunity to fix an implied obligation on a man of Johnson's powerful inlnits to give him his .support.
Mr. Murphy and the late Mr. Sheridan severally contended for the distinction of having been the first who mentioned to Mr. Wedderburne that Johnson ought to have a [tension. When I spoke: of this to Lord Lougliborough, wishing to know if he recollected the prime, mover in the business, he .said, ' All his friends assisted:' and when I told him that Mr. Sheridan strenuously asserted his claim lo it, his Lordship said, ' lie rang the bell.' And it is but just to add, that Mr. Sheridan told me, that when he communicated to Dr. Johnson that a pension was
this country, liavn not the writers on     linK1*. find on the other patriot!)?' one aide been regularly called hire-        ' Sc« antt\ \i. 294.
ttien pleased by the compliment, and for pay would have trusted to the sale. Speaking of the first two of these pamphlets—the third had not yet appeared—he said, ' .Except what I had from the booksellers, I did not get a farthing by them1 (fast, March 21, 1772). They had not cost him much labour. The False Alarm was written between eight o'clock of one night and twelve o'clock of the next. It went through three editions in less than two months (post, 1770). The Patriot was written on a Saturday (posl, Nov. 26, 1774). At all events Johnson had received his pension for more than seven years before he did any work for the ministry. In Croft's Life of Young, which Johnson adopted (Works, viii. 422), the following passage was perhaps intended to be a defence of Johnson as a writer for the Ministry :—'Yet who shall say with certainty that Young was a pensioner ? In all modern periods of Mr, Thomas
